
“You cannot depend on 
your eyes when your 

imagination is out of focus.” 
– Mark Twain

Julie Day
Deputy Commissioner // Baltimore Housing in the Land Resources Division

Ken Strong
Deputy Commissioner // Baltimore City Department of Housing and Community Development, 
Division of Green, Healthy and Sustainable Homes which includes the Office of Homeownership



OUR STRATEGIES
• Streamline The Process

• Streamline Code Enforcement

• Facilitate Investment In Block Cluster Areas

• Provide Targeted Incentives

• Support Large-Scale Development in Distressed Areas

• Maintain, Clean and Hold



Baltimore’s Challenge:
16,000 Vacant Buildings
Breakdown of the City’s 16,000 Vacants 

by Area Type
(80% Privately Owned)
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-Create your dream home.
-Purchase a home at an affordable cost.
-Receive Tax Incentives
-Help Stabilize A Neighborhood

BENEFITS OF BUYING A 
VACANT PROPERTY…



Introduction to Our 
Properties

•Webpage

•Searchable Features

•Online Application

•Property Image & Descriptions

•FAQs and Neighborhood Links

•Homeownership Opportunities

•Property Status



How to Find Our 
Properties

• Resource Center

• Facebook

• Webpage 
Partnerships

• Neighborhood 
Meetings

• Email 
Announcements

TO RESEARCH OWNERSHIP & REVIEW PROPERTY HISTORY, Visit the  Maryland Real Property Database

http://www.dat.state.md.us/



•Get the latest 
information on the V2V 
Program

•See photos & details on 
properties for sale

•Post questions or 
comments

•Learn about upcoming 
events



“How to Buy A         City-
Owned Property”

The Vacants to Value initiative will use different 
strategies to market Baltimore's vacant properties 
and land. From homebuyers, contractors, investors 
and rehabbers, Baltimore City has an inventory of 
properties with good economic and community 
investment opportunity.

- Open Bid

- Request For Proposal

- Bundle Purchase

- Side Yard Program

Average Sales Price 2012

Baltimore City  $159,437
Baltimore County   $244,756
Washington, DC Metro $359,000

Source: MRIS



Open Bid

Purchase your property directly from the City of 
Baltimore. Our housing inventory crosses many 
neighborhoods and provides the buyer with 
various housing amenities and characteristics. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
-Marketing & Community Outreach Officers
-2 Week Public Bidding Opportunity
-Streamlined Process
-Inspection Right of Entry

To view properties, visit www.baltimorehousing.org/
vacants_to_value.aspx



READY TO 
PURCHASE A 
HOME THAT 
IS MOVE-IN-

READY??
  

Here, prospective 
homebuyers can 

locate houses that 
are eligible for one or 

more of the 
Vacants to Value 
homeownership 

incentives.

http://www.baltimorehousing.org/homeownership_vtov
http://www.baltimorehousing.org/homeownership_vtov
http://www.baltimorehousing.org/homeownership_vtov
http://www.baltimorehousing.org/homeownership_vtov


Vacants to Value

Homebuying Incentives

- Booster Program - $10,000 grant

- Community Development Block Grant's 
Homeownership Program - $5,000 grant

- Buying Into Baltimore Grant - $5,000 grant

- Live Near Your Work Program - up to 
$6,000 grant

For information, please call 
our  Office of Homeownership

410-396-3124 









Imagine Baltimore!
Before and After 
1028 N. Broadway
Photos Courtesy of :
Timothy LLC.

Mayor Stephanie Rawlings Blake
Baltimore Housing Commissioner Paul Graziano
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Imagine Baltimore!

Successes: 1200 Block of N. Bond



Imagine Baltimore!
Successes: 1200 Block 
of Broadway




